Subject: Economics

Duration: 90 min
Grade level: 10-th level, 16 year-olds

Title:  Business Ethics and Moral Behaviour 
Objectives: 

At the end of the lessons, students should be able to:

· Understand the meaning of the concepts of moral responsibility and business ethics
· Apply these concepts to a case study involving a major corporation in a developing country
· Develop analysis and evaluation skills
· Understand the term 'stakeholder' and to appreciate the conflicts between stakeholder objectives
· Offer some suggestions about ways in which such companies can seek to meet these conflicting objectives
· Have better abilities: 

Ability to change one’s mind

Ability to develop relationships with people from a variety of backgrounds

Ability to work co-operatively with others
Ability to apply human rights concepts to everyday situations

Ability to make balanced judgements

Ability to recognise stereotyping and bias in print, in images, in interpersonal discussion and in themselves
Methods and Approaches:  discussion, independent learning
Resources/Materials:

· PowerPoint Presentation - External Influences 4: Business Ethics, Moral and Environmental Issues 
· Mind Map - External Influences 4: Business Ethics and Moral Behaviour
· PCs for further student research

Procedures/Activities: 

1. Start with what students already know - begin the lesson by asking students to write down on slips of paper a definition of 'moral behaviour' and 'ethics' along with one example where they think a business has not acted in an ethically responsible manner (or where they have done so). 

2. Get students to feed back to each other their ideas and build a discussion of the key points to come out of the discussion. Put the key points on the board or on a piece of flip chart paper to allow students to refer to these later

3. Introduce the notion of 'stakeholders' - the PowerPoint Presentation may be useful here. ( 

4. Get students, in pairs, to discuss where conflicts between different stakeholder needs might arise and then feed back the ideas to all the class. 

5. Introduce the Activity - go through the story and discuss the issues that are raised by it. Introduce the task and highlight the learning objectives. 
Evaluation
1. Review the Activity and the learning objectives. Go through the guide to the structure of the answer and emphasise the assessment objectives for the piece (mainly analysis and evaluation). 

2. Students commence the Activity - 25 minutes research and 25 minutes to write up the answer. Additional time can be given for homework if desired. The 25 minute writing-up time is meant to mimic the time frame available in an exam for a question of this type. 
Useful links: 

PowerPoint Presentation - External Influences 4: Business Ethics, Moral and Environmental Issues 

Mind Map - External Influences 4: Business Ethics and Moral Behaviour
