Subject: English

Duration: 2-3 lessons (90-135 min)
Grade level: 11-th level, 17 year-olds

Title:  Writing Haiku Poetry

Objectives: 
To develop or enhance the following:
- the  language and the confidence to express opinions, interpretations, concerns and convictions;
- the ability to change one’s mind;
- respect for others: valuing a diversity of cultures and representations;
- a belief in the ability of the individual to make a difference;
- respect for diversity: affirming the value that can be derived from having different viewpoints and cultural expressions;
- knowledge about other cultures;
- understanding the contributions of generations of Japanese people to societies around the world; l
- understanding that diversity is a normal part of human life.
Methods and Approaches 
Lecture; discussion; doing research; active learning
Materials: 

· Thesaurus 

· Notebook Paper or Spiral Notebook 

· Word Processor 

· Pencil 

· Pen 

· Dictionary 

Procedures/Activities: 

1. A short lecture or presentation.
WHAT IS HAIKU?

Haiku is one of the most important forms of traditional Japanese poetry. Haiku is today, a 17-swyllable verse form consisting of tree metrical units of 5, 7 and 5 syllables. Since early day, there has been confusion between the starting link of a much poetic chain of verses known as haika. Because the hokku set the tone of the rest of the hokku by itself without following up with the rest of the chain. Largely through the efforts of Masaoka shiki, this independence was formally established in the 1890s through the creation of the last years of the 19th century. The famous verses of such Edo-period (1600-1868) masters as Basho, Yosa Buson and Kobayashi Issa are properly referred to as hokku and must be placed in the perspective of the history of haikal even though they are now generally read as independent haiku. The distinction between hokku and hoiku can be handled by using the terms Classical Haiku and Modern Haiku.

Basho, Matuso. (1644-1694)

The name Abshy (banana tree) is a sobriquet he adopted around 1681 after moving into a hut with a banana tree alongside. He was called Kinsaku in childhood and Matsuo Munefusa in the later days. Basho's father was a low-ranking samurai from the Iga Province. To be a samurai, Basho serviced for a local lord Todo Yoshitada (Sengin). Since Yoshitada was fond of writing haiku, Absho began writing poetry under the name Sobo.

During the years, Basho made manu travels throughout Japan, and one of the most famous went to the north, where he wrote “Oku” (1694). On his last trip, he died in Osaka, and his last haiku indicates that he was still thinking of travelling and writing poetry as he lay dying:

At the time of thedeath, Basho had more than 2000 students.

Akutagawa, Ryunosuke. (1892-1927)

Akutagawa wrote “Rashomon”, “The Nose”, “The Handkerchief”, “Hell Screen”, “Flatcat” and “Kappa”. He didn't start writing Haiki before 1919, under the pseudonym Gaki.

Green frog

Is your body also

Freshly painted?

Sick and feverish

Glimpse of cherry blossoms

Still shivering

Modern Haiku.

     The history of modern haiku dates from Masaoka Shiki’ reform in 1892, which established haiku as a new independent poetic form. Shiki’s reform further with two proposals:

1. Haiku would be truer to reality if there were no center of interest in it.

2. The importance of the poet’s first impression, just as if was, of subjects taken from daily life, and the local colour to create freshness.

A haiku is only three lines long. It had only seventeen syllables. Yet it provides a picture of what the poet observed or thought. A Haiku poet might listen to chirping frogs and write this:

In a spring

frogs like birds…in summer

they bark like old dogs.

In this haiku, the poet tells us how one think is like another. To what are chirping frogs compared.

Fallen sick on a journey

In dreams I run wildly

Over a withered moor.

An old pond!

A fog jumps in -

The sound of water.

The first soft snow!

Enough to bend the leaves

On the jonquil low.

In the cicada's cry

No sign can foretell

How soon it must die.

No one travels

Along this way but I,

This autumn evening.

2. Giving instructions
How to write Haiku?

In Japanese, the rules for how to write Haiku are clear, and will not be discussed here.                                                                                                                                                 In foreign languages, there exists NO consensus in how to write Haiku poems. Anyway, let`s take a look at the basic knowledge:                                                               
What to write about?                                                                                                                       Haiku poems can describe almost anything, but you seldom find themes, which are too complicated for normal people`s recognition and understanding. Some of the most thrilling Haiku poems describe daily situations in a way that gives the reader a brand new experience of a well-known situation.                                         
The metrical pattern of Haiku                                                                                                      Haiku poems consist of respectively 5, 7 and 5 syllables in three units. In Japanese, this convention is a must, but in English, which has a variation in the length of syllables, this can sometimes be difficult.                                                                      
The technique of cutting                                                                                                               The cutting divides the Haiku into two parts, with a certain imaginative distance between the two sections, but the two sections must remain, to a degree, independent of each other. Both sections must enrich the understanding of the other.                                                                                                                                                     To make this cutting in English, either the first or the second line ends normally with a colon, long dash or ellipsis.                                                                                                               The seasonal theme                                                                                                                               Each Haiku must contain a kigo, a season world, which indicates in which season the Haiku is set. For example, cherry blossoms indicate spring, snow indicates winter, and mosquitoes indicate summer, but a season world is not always that obvious.       
A haiku is about nature of the year. It might describe a bird, a flower, autumn leaves,or the winter sky. Each tells about something happening now.

     A lonely sparrow

     Hops upon the snow and prints

     Sets of maple leaves. 
Please, notice that Haiku poems are written under different rules and in many languages. For translated Haiku poems, the translator must decide whether he should obey the rules strictly, or if he should present an exact essence of the Haiku.                                                                                                                                     There are difficulties and the pleasure of Haiku.   

3. Think and Discuss + take notes
Like other writers, haiku poets often compare two things that do not same alike. Haiku poets use two types of comparisons. A comparison that uses the words like or as is called simile. Look again at the haiku above. By using like, the poet compares frog to birds and old dogs. There is also a simile in this haiku. Have the poet uses the word as to make a comparison.

The see in the dusk

Is green, and the sky is green

As a field of rice.

To what does the poet compare the sky?

A metaphor is another type of comparison. It is simile but does not use the words like or as. Read the following haiku carefully. See if you can find the metaphor.

    Snow,softly,slowly

    Settles at dusk in a dance

    Of white butterflies.

             To what was falling snow compared?
Here are some more metaphors:

            -as hard as                                                    steel

            -as bold as                                                    brass 

            -as brave as                                                  a lion  

            -as cool as                                                     a cucumber

            -as cunning as                                              a fox   

            -as obstinate                                                 a mule

            -as good as                                                   gold  

            -as proud as                                                 a peacock

            -as safe as                                                     the Bank of England

            -as lively as                                                  a cricket

             -as wise as                                                     an owl    

             -as sweet as                                                   sugar

             -as busy as                                                    a bee

             -as innocent as                                             a newborn babe 

             -melancholy as                                             a cat

             -as slippery as                                              an eel

Can you give more examples using your own ideas?

Remember this:
1.A haiku is a word picture that describes what the poet observed and thought.
2.A haiku is about these subjects.

Nature or season of the year.

One thing.
Something happening now.
3. A haiku often includes a simile or a metaphor.
4. A haiku is written in a special pattern of three lines. It has this form:

- five syllables in the second line.
- five syllables in the third line.
4. Write your own Haiku poetry.
5. Evaluation: a Haiku contest.

6. Useful links:

http://www.edu.pe.ca/stjean/playing%20with%20poetry/Hennessey/examplesofHaiku.htm
http://kids-educational-activities.suite101.com/article.cfm/writing_haiku_poems
http://www.ehow.com/how_3336_write-haiku.html
