PRESENT  SIMPLE

Ex 1.     Fill in the blank spaces of the following proverbs and sayings with the verbs in the Present Simple Tense given in brackets at the end.
 1 Absence………. the heart grow fonder. (to make)

 2 Actions ……….. louder than words. (to speak)

 3. Still tongue………… a wise head. (to make)

 4. The early bird…………….. the worm. (the catch)

 5. All work and no play …………… Jack a bull boy. (the make)

 6. Distance……………… enchantment to the view. (to lend)

 7. Familiarity………….. contempt. (to breed)

 8. Birds of a feather …………… together. (to flock) 

 9. A watched pot never………….. .(to boil)

 10. A wonder …………….. but nine days. (to last)

 11. Time and tide …………. for no man. (to wait)

 12. Still waters…………… deep. (to run)

 13 Many words ………………… more than swords. (to cut)

 14. Idleness………… the mind. (to rust)

 15. Who…………….. (to break, to pay)

 16. The end………………… the work. (to crown)

 17. Idle folks ……………. no excuses. (to lack) 

 18. The dogs……………….. , but the caravan ………………. . (to bark, to go on)
 19. Practice ………………… perfect. (to make)

 20. Courtesy…………………. nothing. (to cost)

 21. Custom ……………………. us to everything. ( to reconcile) 

 22. Ill news………………….. apace. ( to come)

 23. Tastes…………………… (to differ)

 24. Times……………… (to change)

 25 Adversity……………….. strange bedfellows.(to make)

Ex.2.  Insert in the blank spaces of the following sentences the negative from of the verbs given in brackets at the end. Use the Present Simple Tense.
1. Life………………. all beer and skittles. (to be)

2. The cowl…………….. the monk.(to make)

3. What the eye ……………….. the heart…………… .( to see, to grieve over)

4. The devil…………………… so black as he is painted. (to be)

5. Money………………….. on trees. (to grow)

6. One swallow……………. a summer. (to make)

7. Clothes …………………. the man (to make)

8. Grime………………….. .(to pay)

Ex.3     Comment on the use of the adverbs of indefinite time and frequency in the following proverbs (A) and quotations (B). Translate into Bulgarian.
A.   
1. Desert and reward seldom keep company.      
2. The sun is never the worse for shining on a dunghill.

3. A bad workman always blames his tools.

4. A leopard never changes its spots.

5. The biter is something bit.

6. You never know.

7. The best is often the enemy of the good.

8. One is never too old to learn.

9. One pair of heels is often worth too pair of hand.

B.

1. Truth never hurts the teller ( R. Browning)

2. Friendship often ends love, but love in friendship – never. (Ch. Colton)

3. I am always of the opinion with the learned, if they speak first. (W. Congreve)

4. Fear always springs from ignorance. (R. Emerson)

5. I never think of the future. It come soon enough. ( A. Einstein)

6. Envy never makes holiday. (F. Bacon)

Ex.4  Memorize the following  proverbs paying attention to the unrestrictive use of the Present Simple Tense. Give their Bulgarian equivalents. 
1. Familiarity breeds contempt.

2. Fools rush in where angles fear to bread.

3. Fortune favours the bold ( the brave)

4. Success has many friends.

5. Practice makes perfect.
6. An apple a day keeps the doctor away.

7. Necessity is the mother in invention.

8. Wise men learn by other men’s mistakes, fool by their own.

9. Praise makes good men better and bad men worse.

10. Coming evens cast their shadows before.

11. Appetite comes with eating.

12. Birds of feather flock together.

13. Charity begins at home.

14. Curses like chickens come home to roost.

15. Empty vessels make the greatest noise.

16. Every cook praises his won broth.

17. Fine feather make fine birds.

18. Little strokes fell great oaks.

19. One nail drives out another.

20. After dinner comes the reckoning.

Ex.5         Make the following conditional clauses into proverbs by completing them. Consult the reference list below. Account for the use of tenses.
1. If the sky falls……..

2. If you sing before breakfast……….( If you laugh before breakfast…)

3. If you run after two hares……… .

4. If a man deceives me once …………. , If he deceives me twice……….. .
5. If one sheep leaps over rte dick…………… .

6. If the blind leads the blind………………… . 

7. If you cannot bite…………. .

8. If you swear…………….

9. If the cap fits…………………. . 

(you will catch no fish, never show you teeth all the rest will follow, we shall catch larks, you will cry before supper, shame on him, shame on me, both shall fall into the ditch,

wear it, you will catch neither)

Ex.6    Note the use of the verbs in the Present Simple Tense in the following stereotyped phrases pragmatically specialized for making an opinion sound more or less definite, certain or referring to the other person’s expectations. Match them with the definitions given in brackets at the end. Provide original example sentences that illustrate their use.

1. That’s what I (always) say.

2. I mean (to say) (!)

3. I say (say I)

4. I mean it.

5. if you know (see etc) what I mean

6. if you ask me
7. if he/it is a day

8. It/that rather depends

9. so I see

10. it/that figures

11. I don’t know (that)

12. (I) promise (you)

13. and one knows it

14. It so happens (that)

15.  if you like

16.  (or) so it seems/ (or) it seems so

17.  if I’m any judge (of sb/sth)

(if you want an example, you must agree, that’s certain; That’s my opinion, that’s what I agree with; it may be true, May be the case (but perhaps not) ; that is my view, opinion,

That’s what I (always) say; by chance it is true, it is the case; (informal) accompanies an explanation, or justification, of sth one has said or done ; one is very much aware of a

fact, or truth, just previously stated ; it/that seem right, reasonable or likely; I assure you; be fully serious or opinion ; what you say is already clear or easy to see ; it I am competent, or qualified; to know about, or give an opinion, on such matters; used to make confident claims about sb’s age, or about time that that has elapsed; (informal) as I understand it, if you care to know what I think; I am not sure, am doubtful, would be inclined to disagree (that sth is the case, would be correct, etc.); (informal) added to a statement, sometimes when the speaker feels he has been rather obscure or imprecise, but often as a verbal habit; perhaps, possibly). 
Ex. 7     Note the use of the verbs in the Present Simple Tense in the following phrases pragmatically specialized for marking the beginning, conclusion repetition of some activity or limiting one’s involvement in the action in question.  March these phrases with the definition give in brackets at the end. Provide original example sentences that illustrate their use.

1. here goes
2. that does it

3. here/there we go (again)
4. the question (of sth) arises

5. as far as sb/sth goes

6. (so/as) the story/ saying goes/runs; as the phrase is 

7. as it is

(as the position is at present, in reality; (informal) a signal or announcement that sth will start, that one is about to do sth, immediately; so people say, so it is said; (informal) sth (task or undertaking) is now finished, that’s (about) it, that’s that; used to denote, or to imply, a degree of limitation, incompleteness or inadequacy in sb/sth;  sth specified must be considered and discussed; sth said or done before is, or is about to be, repeated).
The Past Simple Tense
 Exercise 1.  Memorize the following proverbs in which the Past Simple Tense is used. Point out the regular and irregular verbs giving three forms of the latter.

1. Care killed a cat.
2. Faint heart never won fair lady.
3. When I lent I had a friend; when I asked he was unkind.
4. The pot called the kettle black.
5. The golden age was never the present age.
6. A bad shearer never had a good sickle.
7. Too much curiosity lost Paradise.
8. Curiosity killed the cat.
9. He who pleased everybody died before he was born.
10. A little bird told me.
11. It just came and went.
12. Almost never killed a fly.
13. He who never climbed never fell.
14. If you want a pretence to whip a dog say that he ate a frying-pan.
15. Since Adam was a boy.

Exercise 2.  Fill in the blank spaces of the following proverbs and sayings with
the verbs in the Past Simple Tense given in brackets at the end.

1. Almost never ……………………… a fly. (to kill)
2. As good luck as ……………………… the cow that ………………………herself with her own horn. (to have, to stick)
3. He who never …………………… ,never ……………………… . (to climb, to fall)
4. If you want a pretence to whip a dog say that he ……………….  a frying-pan.(to eat)
5. When you ………………….  just a twinkle in your father’s eye. (to be)
6. Since Adam ……………………. a boy. (to be) 
7. It just ………… and ………….. . (to come ,to go)
8. His tongue …………………. him. (to fail)
      
 
 Exercise 3.   Turn the following into proverbs and sayings by completing them. Use the Past Simple Tense. 

1. When I lent I had a friend………………
2. He who never climbed …………………
3. If you want a pretence to whip a dog …………………..
4. As good luck as had a cow ……………………
5. It just came ………………………

 
                     The Future Simple Tense 
     
Exercise 1.  Pay attention to the use if the Future Simple Tense in the following proverbs and sayings. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1. Take care of the pence and the pounds will take care of themselves.
2. You scratch by back and I’ll scratch yours.

3. Don’t make yourself a mouth or the cat will eat you.
4. Do as most men do, then most men will speak well of you.
5. (He) who keeps company with the wolf will learn to howl.
6. A straw will show which way the wind blows. 
7. The fire which warms us at a distance will burn as when near. 
8. The fish will soon be caught that nibbles at every bait.

9. What is bred in the bone will never come out of the flesh.

10. He who chatters to you will chatter of you.

11. Give knaves an inch and they will take a yard.

12. Give a thief enough rope and he’ll hang himself.

13. Claw me and I’ll claw you.

14. He will never set the Thames on fire.

15. Roll my log and I will roll yours.

16. Stretch your hand (arm) no further than your sleeve will reach.
17. Much will have more.

18. Nature will have its course.

19. Set a beggar on horseback and he’ll ride to the devil.

20. In the end things will mend.

21. An old dog will learn no new tricks.

22. Grasp the nettle and it won’t sting you.

23. Passion will master you, if you don’t master your passion.

24. Throw nature out of the door, it will come back again through the window.

25. Where the water is shallow no vessel will ride.

26. He that will steal a pin, will steal a pound.

27. If one believes that, one will believe anything.

Exercise 2.  Complete the following proverbs and sayings using the Future Simple Tense.

1. We shall se …

2. Claw me …

3. Roll my log …

4. Grasp the nettle …

5. Give knaves an inch …

6. If one believes that …

7. He who peeps through a hole may see …

8. Take care of the pence …

9. Where the water is shallow …

10. The fire which warms us at a distance …

11. You scratch my back …

12. Set a beggar on horseback …

13. Give a thief enough rope …

14. Stretch your hand no further …

15. Don’t make yourself a mouse …

16. He that will steal a pin …

17. What is bred in the bone …

18. Give knaves an inch …

19. Give us the tools …

20. Do as most men do, then …

21. He who keeps company with the wolf …

22. If one sheep leaps over the ditch …

23. Throw nature out of the door …

 Exercise 3.  Express the idea of the following by using suitable proverbs and sayings with the Future Simple Tense form of the verb predicate. Consult the reference list below.
1. A person in extreme difficulties will try every possible means to escape, even though he knows it is unlikely to be successful.

2. You help me or do something in my favour and I’ll help you in return.

3. Small events can be a guide to momentous happenings.

4. If you mix with evil companions you will soon be as wicked as they are.

5. Concentrate on saving small amounts and in time you will have a large amount.

6. We inherit certain characteristics from our ancestors, and those same characteristics will be inherited from us by our descendants.

7. If you grant some people a small favour, it only encourages them to take more than they are offered.

8. Whoever tells you tales about other people will tell other people tales about you.

9. When a man without money grows suddenly rich, he is liable to become the most arrogant of mortals.
10. If you give a bad person enough opportunities he will bring about his own downfall.

11. If one yields partly to a person’s demands or desires, he will take advantage of this by making even greater demands.

(give a thief enough rope and he’ll hang himself; take care of the pence and the pounds will take care of themselves; a drowning man will clutch at a straw; give knaves an inch and they will take a yard; you scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours; set a beggar on horseback and he’ll ride to the devil; what is bred in the bone will never come out of the flesh; who keeps company with the wolf will learn to howl; a straw will show which way the wind blows; who chatters to you will chatter of you; give him an inch and he will take a mile)

The Continuous Tenses
Exercise 1. Memorize the following proverbs and sayings paying attention to the use of the Continuous Tenses, Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1. Know where one is going.

2. One’s left hand does not know what one’s right hand is doing.

3. Don’t cut the bough you are standing on.

4. He that has a long (great) nose thinks everybody is speaking of it.                          

The Perfect Tenses

Exercise 1.  Comment on the use of the Present Perfect Tense in the following  proverbs and sayings. Memorize them. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1. It is too late to lock the stable (door) after/when the horse has bolted.

2. When children stand quiet they have done something ill.

3. Don’t sell the bear’s skin before you caught the bear.

4. Every oak has been an acorn.

5. Drink as you have brewed.

6. The cow knows not what her tail is worth until she has lost it. 

7. Bacchus has drowned more men than Neptune. (Wine has drowned more men than the sea). 
8. The mountain has brought forth a mouse.

9.  A thief passes for a gentleman when stealing has made him rich

10. He knows best what good is that has endured evil. (Who has never tasted bitter knows not what is sweet).

11. One has made one’s bed and one must lie on it.

12. A lot of/much water has run under the bridge. (There have been many a peck of salt eaten since). 

12. We know not what is good until we have lost it. 

Exercise 2. Make the following clauses into proverbs by completing them. Comment on the use of tenses. 

1. A thief passes for a gentleman … 

2. The cow knows not what her tail is worth …

3. When children stand quite …

4. He knows best what is good …

5. It is too late to lock the stable …

6. We know not what is good … 
Exercise 3.  Express the idea of the following by using suitable proverbs or sayings. Take care to use the Present Perfect Tense. 

1. Much time has passed, much has happened, many things have changed, since a particular event occurred. 

2. Everything has had a small beginning. 

3. Take precautions too late to be effective; having suffered theft, damage loss etc, try to avoid a repetition or worsening of these. 

4. Act prudently and don’t be overoptimistic. 

5. All of us are responsible foe the consequences of our action, so we must put up with them.
THE PASSIVE VOICE 

Exercise 1. Memorize the following proverbs with the passive from of the verb-predicate used in the A. Present, B. Past and C. Future Indefinite Tense. Give their Bulgarian equivalents. 

A. 
1. The road to hell is paved with good intentions. 

2.  A man is known by the company he keeps.

3. Never ask pardon before you are accused. 

4. The cobbler’s (shoemaker’s) wife is the worst shod. (Who is the worst shod than the shoemaker’s wife?) 
5. What may be done at any time is done at no time. 

6.  A liar is not believed when he tells the truth. 

7. Fire that’s closest kept burns most of all.

8.  A little fire is quickly trodden out. 

9.  A name is sooner lost than won. 

10. Advice when most needed is least heeded. 

11. Desires are nourished by delays. 

12. Forewarned is forearmed.

13. Marriages are made in heaven.

14. He who handles a nettle tenderly is soonest stung. 

15.  A threatened blow is seldom avoided.

16. Danger foreseen is half avoided.

17. Little thieves are hanged, but great ones escape.

18. The mouse that has but one hole is quickly taken. 

19. The ass is known by its ears. 

20.  A bad wound is cured, not a bad name.

21. What is done cannot be undone.

B.

1. Rome was not built in a day. 

2. Almost was never hanged. 

3. Fingers were made before forks.

4. Acorns were good till bread was found. 

C. 

1. Youth will be served.

2. The fish will soon be caught that nibbles at every bait.

3. What may be done at any time will be done at no time.

4. Ask no questions and you will be told no lies.

Exercise 2.  Fill in the blanks of the following proverbs with the verbs in the Passive Voice (Present Simple Tense) given in brackets at the end. Give Bulgarian equivalent of the proverbs. 

1. Well begun … half done. (do)

2. The road to hell … with good intentions. (pave)
3. The devil is not so black as he … . (paint) 

4. Don’t count your chickens before they … . (hatch) 

5. Footprint on the sands if time … not … bye sitting down. (make) 

6.  A bald head … soon … . (shave) 

7.  A fool’s bolt … soon … . (shoot) 

8.  A spot … most … one the finest cloth. (see) 

9.  A fault confessed … half … . (redress) 

10. Money spent on the brain … never … in vain. (spend)

11. The moon … not … when the sun shines. (see) 

12.  A bird … by its note, and a man by its talk. (know)

13. The biter … sometimes … . (bite)

14. Don’t cry before you … . (hurt) 

15. By-and-by … easily … . (say) 

16. The damage … . (do)

17. Many … but few  … . (call, choose)

18. Eaten bread … soon … . (forget)
19. Know which side one’s bread … (on). (butter) 

20. The  worth of a thing … best … by the want of it. (know)

21. He … not … at that laughs at him self first. (laugh) 
22. The devil is not so black as he…… . (paint)

23. Poets are born, not…… (make)

24.  A slice off a cut bread……. never….. . (miss)

25 What…….. by nights appears by day. (do)

26.  A short horse …….. soon…. . (curry)

27 He who is born a fool ……. Never…. . (cure)

28. Life…….. of little things. (make up)

                                             The Category of Mood

Exercise 3.  Note the use of the verbs in the Imperative Mood in the following proverbs and sayings. Try to memorize them. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.
1. Catch your bear before you sell its skin.

2. Cut your coat according to your cloth.

3. First try and then trust.

4. Strike while the iron is hot.

5. Live and learn.

6. Give credit where credit is due.

7. Call no man happy till he is dead.
8. Speak the truth and shame the devil.

9. Give the devil his due.

10. Forgive and forget.

11. Cross the stream where it is shallowest.

12. Never spur a willing horse.

13. Make haste slowly.

14. Make hay while the sun shines.

15. Help a lame dog over a stile.

16. Hoist your sail when the wind is fair.

17. Be just before you are generous.

18. Love me little, love me long.

19. Live not to eat, but eat to live.

20. Take the rough with the smooth.

21. Put the saddle on the right horse.

22. Take heed of the snake in the grass.

23. Make the best of a bad job.

24. Learn to walk before you run.

Exercise 4.  Comment on the use of the verb “let” in the following proverbs and saying – 3rd person imperatives. |Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1. Let bygones be bygones

2. Let the buyer beware.
3. Let the cobbler stick to his last. 
4. Let sleeping dogs lie.

5. Let the word wag.

6. Let well alone.

7. Let not the sun go down on your wrath.

8. Len not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.

9. Let not your wits go wool-gathering.

10. Let the dead bury their dead.

Exercise 5.  Note the use of the auxiliary do to build the negative form of the verb in the Imperative Mood in the following proverbs and saying. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1. Don’t count your chickens before they are hatched.

2. Don’t swap horses when crossing a stream.

3. Do not hallo still you are out of the wood.

4. Don’t empty the baby out with the bath water

5. Don’t cry stinking fish.

6. Don’t cut off your nose to spite your face.

7. Don’t cut the bought you are standing on.

8. Do not kick against the pricks.

9. Don’t meet trouble half-way.

10. Don’t make a rod of your own back.

11. Don’t make a mountain out of a molehill.

12. Don’t pour out the dirty water before you have clean.
13. Don’t tell tales you of school.

14. Do not wear out your welcome.

Exercise 6. Turn the following imperative sentences into proverbs my making them negative as in the model.

Model: Put all your eggs in one basket.

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

1. Cast your pearls before swine.

2. Ride the high horse. 

3. Put the cart before the horse.

4. Teach your grandmother to suck eggs.

5. Quarrel with your bread and butter.

6. Change horses in mid-stream.

7. Wash your dirty linen in public.

8. Take your harp to the party.

9. Cry before you are hurt.

10. Speak to the man at the wheel.

Exercise  7. Comment on the ways negation is expressed in the following proverbs and sayings with the verb in the Imperative Mood. Give their Bulgarian Equivalents.

1. Don’t have too many irons in the fire.

2. Never ask pardon before you are accused.

3. Neither a borrower nor a lender be.

4. Never look a gift horse in the mouth.

5. Hide not your light under a bushel.
6. Never tell your enemy that your foot aches.

7. Cast not the firs stone.

8. Never say die.

9. Never spend your money before you have it.

10. Avoid a questioner, for the is also a tattler.

11. Never trouble till troubles you.

12. Ask no questions and be told no lies.

                                       The MODAL VERBS 

                                                  CAN

Exercise 1.  Note the use of the verb “can” in the following proverbs and saying. Give their Bulgarian equivalents. Comment on the meaning of the verb “can”

1. No man can serve two masters.

2. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today.

3. You can judge (tell) A man by the company he keeps.

4. You never know what you can do till you try.

5. A beggar can never be bankrupt.

6. None can play the fool so well as wise man.

7. A man can do no more than he can.

8. Give lie twenty-four hors’ start and you can never overtake it.

9. Two of a trade can never agree.

10. Any blind man can see it.

11. You can have no more of a cat but her skin.

12. Blind men can judge no colours.

13. Believe that water can flow uphill.
14. Two can live as cheaply as one.

Exercise 2.  Note the use of the verb “can’’ in the negative form
in the following proverbs and saying. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.


1. You cannot have it both ways.

2. One cannot live by selling ware of words.

3. He cannot speak well that cannot hold his tongue.

4. Money can’t buy everything.

5. A house divided against itself cannot stand.

6. You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.

7. If you can’t beat them join them.

8. You cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.

9. One cannot be in two places at once.

10.  The leopard cannot change his sport.

11. An empty sack cannot stand upright.

12. You cannot burn the candle at both sides.

13. Never make threats you cannot carry out.

14. You cannot make a crab walk straight.

15. You cannot sell the cow and drink the milk.

16. You can’t eat your cake and have it.

17. You cannot get blood out of a stone.

18. You cannot make an omelet without breaking eggs.

19. A good horse cannot be of a bad colour.

20. You cannot run with the hair and hurt with the hounds.

21. He that cannot obey cannot command.

22. You cannot get (put) a quart into a pint pot.

23. You cannot put old heads on young shoulders.

24. You can lead the horse to the water but you cannot make him drink.

25. Man cannot live by bread alone.

Exercise 3.  Comment on the use of the passive infinitive after the verb “can’’ in the following proverbs and saying. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1. Love cannot be compelled (forced)

2. What can’t be cured must be endured.

3. Love and cough cannot be hid.

4. What is done cannot be undone.

5. A fog cannot be dispelled with a fan.

Exercise 4. Note the use of the verb “can’’ in the following pro verbs – rhetorical questions. 

Give their Bulgarian equivalents. Make up situations in which you could use them.
 
1. What can you expect from a hog but a grunt?

2. What can you have of a cat but her skin?

Exercise 5. Complete following proverbs. Take care to use the 

Correct from of the verb “can’’

1. Never make threats …

2. Give a lie twenty-four hours’ start … 

3. No living man …

4. A house divided against itself …

5. He that cannot obey … 

6. It’s a game …

7. A fool may throw a stone into a well …

8. He cannot speak wall …

9. You can lead the horse to the water …
10. A man can do no  more …

11. You never know what …

12. What the eye does not see ..

Exercise 6. Comment on the use of the verb “may” in the following proverbs. Memorize them . Give their Bulgarian equivalents. 

1. A cat may look at a king.
2. He who  peeps through a hole may see what will vex him
3. The remedy may be worse than the disease.
4. He that fights and runs away may live to fight  another day 
5. If you don’t like it you may lump it 
6. You may know by a handful the whole sack 
7. Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me 
8. A fair face may hide a foul heart.
9. Hares my pull dead lions by the beard 
10. Oaks may fall when reeds stand the storm.
11.A beggar may sing before the thief
12.A ragged colt  may make a good horse. 

13. Between the cup and the lip a morsel may slip

14. A fool may sometimes speak to the purpose.

15. A fool may give a wise man counsel.

16. Men/friends may meet, but mountains never (greet)

17. A  baited cat may grow as fierce as a lion.

18. Gather ye roses while ye may.

19. A stumble may prevent a fall .

20. Love will creep where it may not go.

21. One man may steal a horse while another may not  look over a hedge.

22. A fool’s bolt may sometimes hit the mark.

23. At the end of the work you may judge the workman.

24. Little bodies may have great souls.

25. That which was bitter to endure may be sweet to remember.

26. Men may come and man may go but I go on for ever.

Exercise 7. Comment on the use of the verb “may” and “might” and the forms of the infinitive in the fallowing proverb and sayings. Give their Bulgarian equivalents. Make up a few situations in which you could use them.

1. The evil wound may be cured, but not the evil name 

2.  A lion may come to be beholden to a mouse.

3. What may be done at any time is done at no time.
4. Never put of till tomorrow what may be done today.
5. A bird may be known by its song (fright)
6. Nothing is so bad but it might have been worse.

7. Nothing is so good but it might have been better.

8. He (etc) may/might just a s well be hanged/hung for a sheep as for a lamb.

Exercise 8. Complete the fallowing proverbs and saying concentrating on the use of the verb “may”.
1. If you don’t like it … 
2. Never put of till tomorrow …
3. He that fights and runs away …

4. He who peeps through a hole ….

5. Between the cup and the lip …
6. Love will creep …
7. Men may come and …
8. One may steal a horse …
9. Let the chip fall …
10. That which was bitter to endure …

11. Gather ye rosebuds …

12. At the end of the work …

13. Nothing is so bad but …

14. Nothing is so good but …

                                                                         Must  
 
Exercise 1. Note the use of the verb ‘’must’’ in the following proverbs. Explain and memorize them.

 1.  The longest day must have an end.
 2.  Needs must (when the devil drives).
 3.  Desperate diseases must have desperate remedies (cures).
 4.  The best of friends must part.
 5.  A door must be either shut or open.
 6.  Every flow must have its ebb.
 7.  You must lose a fly to catch a trout.
 8.  You must grin and bear it.
 9.  One must draw the line somewhere.
10. Every oak must be an acorn.
11. A man without a smiling face must not open a shop.

12. The cobbler must stick to his last.
13. Children and fools must not play with edged tools.
14. As you make your bed, so you must lie on it. 
15. Everything must have a beginning.
16. They (those) who play bowls must expect to meet with rubbers.
17. As you brew, so must you drunk.
18. If you dance you must pay the fiddler.
19. Every man must eat a peck of dirt before he dies.
20. If you men ride on a house, one must ride behind.
21. If Mohammed won’t come to the mountain, the mountain must come to Mohammed.
22. He must have iron nails that (who) scratches a bear.
23. One must draw back in order to leap better.
24. What must be must be.
25. Every tub must stand on its bottom.
26. Jeerers must be content to taste of their own broth.
27. Beggars must be no choosers.
28. He that is afraid of wounds must not come near a battle.
29. He that dares not venture must not complain of ill-luck. 
30. Every fox must pay with his skin to the flayer.

Exercise 2. Comment on the tense and voice form of the infinitive following the verb ‘’must’’ in the proverbs and idioms given below. Translate into Bulgarian. Make your own sentences or situations with them.
1. He must have come out of the Ark.
2. A full cup must be carried steadily.

3. Nothing must be done steadily but killing of fleas.
4. The bull must be taken by the horns.

5. Justice must not only be done, it must be seen to be done.

6. Then want must be your master.

7. Must be seen to be believed.

Ex. 3. Complete the following proverbs using the verb ‘must’:

1. As you make your bed….

2. They who play bowls…..

3. If you dance….

4. As you brew…………

5. If the mountain does not come to Mohammed…..

6. If two men ride on a horse…………..

7. He that will thrive…..

8. He who would climb the ladder……………

9. He that would have eggs………….

10. He who would search for pearls……………

11. What must be done………………

12. Justice must not only be done but…………..

13. He that dares not venture……………

14. He that is afraid of wounds…………..

15. A man without a smiling face……………..

SHOULD/OUGHT TO
Ex.1. Comment on the use of the modal verbs “should” and “ought” in the following proverbs, sayings and idiomatic phrases. Memorize them. Give their Bulgarian equivalents. Make up a few situations in which you could use them.
1. Children should be seen and not heard.

2. He should have a long spoon that sups with the devil.

3. Books and friends should be few but good.

4. Liars should have good memories.

5. Those (people) who live in glass houses should not throw stones.

6. Fools should not see half-done work.

7. Law-makers should not be low-breakers.

8. The cobbler should stick to his last.

9. Blind men should judge no colours.

10. Leave undone those things which/that one ought to have done.

11. It shouldn’t happen to a dog.

12. There should be a law against it (etc)

WILL
Exercise 1. Comment on the use of the verb “will” in the following proverbs and sayings.
Give their Bulgarian equivalents. Use them in situations of your own.

 1.  Love will find a way.
 2.  A small leak will sink a great ship.
 3.  None are so deaf as those who (that) won’t hear.

4.  None (are) so blind (there are none so blind) as those who will not see.
 5.  A drowning man will clutch at a straw .
 6   The young will sow their wild oats.
 7.  Murder will out.
 8.  If the mountain will not come to Mahomet, Mahomet must go to the mountain.
 9.  He that will thrive, must rise at five.
10. Hawks will not pick hawks’ eyes out.
11. What will be will be.
12. The longest day will have an end.
13. Fools will be fools.
14. Every flow will have an ebb.
15. Love will creep where it may not go.
16. A wise man changes his mind, a fool never will.
17. The truth will out.
18. As you sow, so will you reap.
19. Fools will be Meddling.
20. The dire which lights (warms) us at a distance will burn us when near.
21. Accidents will happen (occur) in the best-regulated families.
22. A scabbed sheep will mar the whole flock.
23. He that will not work shall not eat.
24. Youth will be served (youth will have its course).
25. Time (alone) will tell (etc).


Exercise 2. Comment on the  from of the verb “will” and the form|
of the infinitive following the verb “will” in the following proverbs.
Explain them.

1.  None are so blind as those who will no see.
2.  None are so deaf as those who won’t not see.
3.  Youth will be served.
4.  Fools will be meddling.

 Exercise 3. Complete the following proverbs and sayings concentrating
on the use of the verb “will”.

1.   A wise man changes his mind ….. 
2.   …….. where it may not go.
3.   None are so deaf ……..
4.   ……… shall not eat.
5.   ……… Mahomet must go to the mountain.
6.   The fire which warms us at a distance ……………
7.   ……... must rise at fire.
8.   As you sow ……….
9.   What will be ………….
10. None are so blind ……………….   

                                                          WOULD

  
 Exercise 1. Comment on the of the verb “would” in the following proverbs and sayings. 
  Explain them. Translate into Bulgarian.

  1. He that would eat the fruit must climb the tree.
  2. A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.
  3. He who would climb the ladder must begin at the bottom.
  4. He that would have eggs must endure the cackling of hens.
  5. An unfortunate man would be drowned in a tea-cup.
  6. Do as you would be done by.
  7. The cat would eat fish and wouldn’t wet her feet.  
  8. (Even) blind Freddy would see it (wouldn’t miss it).
  9. He who would search for pearls, must dive below.
10. He that would the daughter win, must with the mother first begin.
11. He that would eat the kernel must crack the nut. 
Ex. 2. Complete the following proverbs using the verb ‘would’.

1. The cat would eat fish……….
2. treat others……………..

3. … must with the mother first begin.
4. … must endure the cackling of hens.

5. … must crack the nut.

6. … must dive below.

7. … must climb the tree.

8. … must begin at the bottom.

                                                                         THE INFINITIVE

Exercise 1.  Define the form of the infinitive in the following proverbs and sayings. 
Memorize them. Give their Bulgarian equivalents.
1. Live not to eat, but eat to live.

2. Men are not to be measured by inches.

3. Promises are like pie-crust, made to be broken.

4. Friendship is not to be bought at a fair.

5. These things are sent to try us.

6. Live and let live.

7. You may lead a horse to the water, but you cannot make him drink.

8. You might have knocked me down with a feather.

9. Let bygones be bygones.

10. To travel hopefully is a better thing/is better than to arrive.

11. A full cup must be carried steadily.
12. It takes all sorts/kinds etc to make a world.

13. Children should be seen and not heard.

14. Through obedience learn to command.

15. Treat others as you would like to be treated.

16. Where ignorance is bliss, ‘tis folly to be wise.

17. A lion may come to be beholden to a mouse.

18. It is better to give than to take.

19. What can’t be cured must be endured.

20. It is love that makes the world go round.

 Exercise 2. Paraphrase the following proverbs using the infinitive in the position of 
 the grammatical subject. Make up a few situations with these proverbs.
1. It is never too late to mend.

2. It is easy to bear the misfortunes of others.

3. It is easy to be wise after the event.

4. It is easier to pull down than to build.

5. It is better to give than to take.

6. It is never too late to learn.

7. It takes two to make a quarrel.

8. It is as well to know which way the wind blows
9. It is better to travel hopefully, than to arrive 

10. It is useless to flog a dead horse

11. It is better to wear out than to rust out 

12. It is a woman’s /lady’s privilege to change her mind.
Exercise 3 . Rewrite the fallowing sentences by using the anticipatory “if” as the subject.
1. To learn is never too late

2. To change her mind is lady’s privilege 

3. To mend is never too late

4. To bear the misfortunes of others is easy

5. To give is better than to take 

6. To travel hopefully is better than to arrive

7. To flog a dead horse is useless

8. To be wise after the event is easy

9.  To make a quarrel two are needed

10. To wear out is better than to rust out 

11. To pull down is easier than to build 

Exercise  4. Give Bulgarian equivalents of the fallowing proverbs and saying with the infinitive.
1. Absence makes the heart grow fonder

2. Friendship is not to be bought at a fair 

3. Sometimes the best gain is to lose 

4. Than one least anticipates soonest comes to pass

5. When guns speak it is too late to argue

6. It takes two to make a quarrel 

7. Let the dead bury their dead 

8. Learn to creep before you leap (learn to walk before you run)

9. Be slow to promise and quick to perform 

10. It is never too late to learn

11. Live not to eat, but eat to live

12. To err is human.

13. To throw a sprat to catch a herring (a mackerel, a whale)

14. It is easy to bear the misfortunes of others 

15. It is too late to lock the stable when the horse has been stolen

16. That which was bitter to endure may be sweet to remember 

17. Each bird loves to hear himself sing 

18. The evils we bring upon ourselves are hardest to bear 
19. Fools rush is where angels fear to tread 

20. Curses, like chickens, come home to roost 

21. To know everything is to know nothing

Exercise 5. Complete the fallowing proverbs and saying by adding suitable infinitives or infinitival constructions 
1. Sometimes the best gain is … 

2. Be slow to promise and …

3. When guns speak it is too late …

4. It is never too late …

5. It takes two …

6. Like not eat but eat …

7. Absence makes the heart 

8. You can lead the horse to the water but you cannot …

9. Promise are like pie-crust …

10. It is better to give than … 

11. There is a time to speak and …

12. One is never too old …

13. The devil  finds work …

14. Don’t teach your grandmother …

15. It is easier to pull down than …

16. Curses, like chickens, come home …

17. That one least anticipates soonest …

18. Fools rush in where angels ….

19. Each bird loves …

20. That which was bitter to endure may be …

21. It is love that makes …

22. Pouring oil on the fire is not the way …

23. Where ignorance is bliss, ‘tis …

24. Through obedience learn …

25. To know everything is …

THE GERUND
Exercise 1 . Comment on the use of the gerund is the fallowing proverbs and saying. 
Memorize them.  Give their Bulgarian equivalents. 

1. By slow in choosing a friend, slower in changing him. 

2. By doing nothing we learn to do ill.
3. Saying and doing are two things (Saying is one thing and doing another).
4. Seeing is believing.
5. It is ill jesting with edged tools.
6. The friar preached against stealing and had a goose in his sleeve.
7. You can’t make an omelet without breakings eggs.

8. Doing is better than saying.
9. If a thing is worth doing (at all) it is worth doing well (what is worth doing (at all) is worth doing well).
10. A good tale is none the worth for being twice old.

11. Pouring water on the fire is not the way to quench it.

12. Know your own faults before blaming others for theirs.

13. There’s no accounting for tastes.

14. Catching fish is not the whole of fishing.

15. Clean hands want no washing.

16. A thief passes for a gentleman when stealing has made him rich.

17. A crow is never the white for washing herself often.

18. Clean hands want no washing.

19. Between promising and performing a man may marry his daughter.

20. A thief passes for a gentleman when stealing has made him rich.

21. Fretting cares make gray hairs.

22. Genius is an infinitive capacity for taking pains.

Exercise 2.  Give another variant of the following proverbs and sayings buy using the gerund.

1. It is better to do well than to say well.

2. Tastes differ.

3. An idle brain is the devil’s workshop.

4. A watched pot never boils.

Exercise 3.  Note the use of the gerund as subject in the following proverbs and saying. 

                   Give their Bulgarian equivalents.

1.It is ill striving against the stream

2. It is good fishing in troubled waters.

3. It is ill jesting with edged tools.

4. It’s no use spoiling the ship for a ha’p’orth of tar.

5. It is ill waiting for dead men’s shoes.

6. It’s no use/good crying over spilt milk.

7. It’s no safe wading in an unknown water.

1. There is no standing still.

2. There is no accounting for states.

3. There is nothing doing.

4. There is no saying.

5. There is nothing like doing at once.

Exercise 4. Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions preceding the gerunds. Translate into Bulgarian.

1.The sun is never worse … shining on a dunghill.

2.A watched pot is long … boiling.

3.A crow is never the whiter … washing herself often.

4. … doing nothing we learn to do ill.

5.A good tale is none the worse … twice told.

6.The word spoken is … recalling.

7. … doing we learn.

8.There are more ways … killing a cat than … choking it with cream.

9. Fools grow … watering.

10. Footprints on the sands of time are not made sitting down

Exercise 5. Complete the following proverbs and sayings by adding suitable gerund or gerundial phrases.

1.  good tale is none the worse for … 

2.There are more/easier ways of … than …

3. Be slow  … a friend, lower … him 

4.Fools grow … 

5.Clean hands … 

6. You can’ make an omelet without …

7.Genius is an infinite capacity …
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