LESSON PLAN

Address: students of the 4th class of the secondary school “ F. D’Aguirre”

Teacher: Filì Maria Rosa

Grade: students of 16 or 19 years old.

Title: German Food and Eating Customs

Time: 4 hours

Aims:

· To widen the students’ cultural horizons presenting aspects of a different culture. This will help them realize that there are other life-styles and other ways of perceiving the Universe around them. Moreover, this will help them become better citizens and develop a European consciousness because they will learn to accept diversity as a richness and not as something to be feared. 

· To develop the students’ personality and, in particular, their capacity of controlling emotionality and of getting into relation with classmates in an atmosphere of collaboration. The use of Multimedia will tend to arouse interest and motivation in students and to strengthen their self–esteem. 

· Students will offer and request food items for a particular meal appropriate to the target language culture. 
· Students will express a preference for a food item. 
· Students will be able to talk about food and describe food in more detail. They will read about popular dish in German and learn some food vocabulary. Students will write about their national dish or a recipe.
· Students will recognize cultural differences in mealtimes, foods, and eating practices between the target language and his/her own.
Materials: 

Food items, at least two computers with Internet access, presentation software, such as PowerPoint, food pictures/photos and real food.

Method and Approaches:  

Considering the objectives and educational aims, it seems appropriate to use here an integrated intercultural approach and, in particular, an inductive method. The inductive method starts from the analysis of different elements by the pupils under the guidance of the teacher and then arrives at a generalisation. It is based on the pedagogical principle that learning by discovery lasts longer. The teacher is no longer the depositary of knowledge and becomes a guide, an instructor, a facilitator of learning. 

Working in small groups, students plan and serve a typical German supper, using the studied vocabulary to express their needs and opinions. Presentations of cultural customs, cultural differences, and menus make efficient use of limited computer access. 

Background/Preparation:

Instruction and study of vocabulary and basic expressions such as spoon, fork, plate; I would like...; I prefer...; Would you like...; This tastes good.

Procedures/Activity:

Orient students to the projects. Determine students' background skills. Divide students into project groups. 

Group I: Assign this group a PowerPoint Presentation, "Mealtimes in the Target Culture."

Group 2: Assign the group a PowerPoint Presentation, "Eating Customs of the Target Culture." In this presentation, students must include similarities and differences in home/restaurant etiquette between German and target culture customs.

Group 3: This group must provide disposable table settings for all classmates. They should practice the target vocabulary for each item and the polite expression for "Do you need..?" This group must be prepared to distribute food pictures.

Group 4: Assign this group the task of providing a typical supper (In the German culture this is typically a cold cut platter) searching typical German recipe. The group should practice the target vocabulary for each item and the polite expression for "Would you like (some)...?" .

Groups prepare their summaries at home or in the classroom and then the leaders report the results of each group. A discussion takes place and everybody takes notes about the results of the other groups. We will dedicate adequate time to this activity which is extremely useful to practice speaking abilities and gain fluency. 

Evaluation:

When the expansion stage is over, the teacher will ask the students to prepare a composition in which they will make a comparison between German and Italian traditional food. Compositions can be either read aloud in the classroom or handed to the teacher so that all skills are tested. 

