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Class Plan

Subject - Philosophy
Level – 11th year, 16/19 years old

Theme – The ethical, political dimension – analysis and understanding of the social experience

Subtheme - The personal and social dimension of ethics – yourself, the other and institutions
Duration - 90 + 90 minutes 
Objectives:

· improve students’ consciousness of their own culture and make them aware of other ways of living and  other equally valid systems;

· foster their respect for different life styles so that they will be able to accept, value, understand, and mingle with others;

· give them the ability to speak for themselves and state their views on their own culture and history;

· help them understand the connections between their own lives and those of other people around the world and attract them to what otherwise would be abstract, far-fetched and problematic, rendering the experience more immediate, real and accessible;

· motivate them to search for contacts and personal experience in the classroom.

Values and Attitudes
· Respect for self: valuing one’s own group and individual identity

· Respect for others: valuing a diversity of cultures and representations

· A belief in the ability of the individual to make a difference

· Respect for diversity: affirming the value that can be derived from having different viewpoints and cultural expressions

· Healthy skepticism towards stereotypical representations of groups
· Developing a sense of empathy with those whose rights are denied

· Commitment to the application of human rights principles

· Empathy with those discriminated against

· Commitment to promote equality

· A commitment to democratic principles: recognizing the right of all to be heard and the responsibility to listen to others

Description of activities / Strategy:

1. Background:  Projection of the movie “The Crying Game” by Neil Jordan,120 minutes
a) Open discussion of the movie

b) Reading film reviews about the movie: www.reelviews.net/movies/c/crying_game.html   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crying_Game
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6BG2EXOexE
c) Short essay on an optional theme like terrorism, different sexual orientation, transexuality...
Themes for debate
1. Right to different sexual orientation
2. Rightful use of violence as a political weapon
3. Is there a “personal nature”?

4. Duplicity, mask and honesty – peaceful coexistence?

90 minutes

Resources
Computer; Projector; movie; copies; notebook and pen.

For teachers

Living together

“What is the use of Contemporary Philosophy?
To live together in the best way:  in rational debate, without which democracy is non-existent; in friendship, without which there is no happiness; and finally, in acceptance, without which there is no tranquillity.  As Marcel Conche wrote referring to Epicure: “It is about conquering peace (Pax, ataraxia) and philia, namely friendship with oneself and friendship with the other.” I would add:  and with the Township, which is politics, and the world - which contains the “I”, the Other, and the City ..., - which is wisdom.
One might hear that that’s no news   …   Philosophy never is.  Wisdom is, all the time.”  
André Comte- Sponville
There are worldwide ethnic and cultural conflicts. We must implement a curriculum that develops inter and intra positive group relationships. In this context, we must understand not only ethnic and cultural groupings but also males and females, heterosexuals and homosexuals, immigrants and non immigrants, young people and adults.

Strategy
Classroom free of tables and chairs. You name it Public Square and the students are invited to walk freely in the space, as in any town square. On each all hangs a board   with   one of the concepts: AGREE – DISAGREE – PARTIALLY AGREE - PARTIALLY DISAGREE.

The teacher walks among the student and reads out aloud one questionable statement. The students gather near the wall on which hangs the statement that reflects his/her opinion about what he has just heard. No debate among students should be allowed. The teacher asks why he/she has chosen that position and all who wish are free to answer. Students are free to move to another board during discussion.
All groups are visited before all return to the square, and a new statement is read out aloud. 
The exercise lasts “ad libitum”

The teacher prevents him/herself from evaluating the student’s choice of position

Possible statements:

· Some races, cultures or groups are superior to others.

· The Eastern World is culturally superior to any other.

· Man’s greatest preoccupation goes on centring around survival, love, freedom, justice, equality and peace.

· Curricula (curriculums) should tend to be more multicultural in ethnical, linguistic, religious, cultural and sexual terms.

· Schooling fosters justice and equality of opportunity for both sexes.

· Schools foster respect for different sexual options.

· There is a human nature.

· We can go against our own nature.

· Our nature influences our lives and decisions.

· A homosexual couple can marry.

· Three friends living together are a family.

· We all are ambiguous and wear a mask.

· Duplicity and honest can coincide.

· Sexuality and love coexist.

· You can love independently of looks or gender.

· There is love beyond sexuality.

· A trans-sexual is a freak.

· Transexuality can and should be treated.

· Transvestism and transexuality are the same.

· Transexuality is more frequent among men than among women.

· Trans-, homo-, or bisexuality are compatible with mental health.

· Paraphilias   are not compatible with a healthy life.

· We live in period of exchange and intercourse.

· Violence is acceptable as a political weapon.

· There are universal, absolute, basic values.

· Our true nationality is mankind.                                                           90 minutes

Pedagogical reasoning
What is essential in the model of values clarification is to understand them as a product of our personal experiences and not as a matter of true or false. It implies a free choice without pressure and, in the limit, it increases our wellness and our self-esteem. It is assumed as individualistic, based on the contingency and contexts, it gives the possibility to choose, according to the values of life history and aims to increase the wellness and enjoyment of the individual. In the end, all values can be appreciated, if they emerge of a free, clarified and individual reflection. Neither the school nor society has the right to impose hierarchies of values. Only the individual, in the free use of his rationality, has the right to do it.
However, we believe that the rational debate, the ability to accept other´s arguments, will help us to reach more and more  values that can became universal, since this has been the form of mankind´s evolution.
Evaluation

1 - Least important     5 - Most relevant
	The scheduled time is appropriate   
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The theme has relevance to the current time
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Students show interest in the subject
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Students are involved during the exercise  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The activities allow to diagnose situations of prejudice or discrimination
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The arguments of the students show the ability to reflect in context
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The activities allow the development of intercultural competences
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
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