Grade Level: 8th grade – 14 year-olds 

Subject(s): Social Studies
Title: Create a Holiday
Duration: Two 45-minute lessons
Goals: This lesson is used to help students develop themes. With a partner, students will develop a new holiday and construct a booklet describing elements of the holiday. 

Theme building - asking students to look at an idea as a whole and create ways to make others aware of the symbols behind that idea. In order for students to better grasp what is needed to fully develop a theme, they need to develop a holiday thoroughly.
Objectives: Students will demonstrate their understanding of theme building through the creation of holiday booklets. 

Materials:
· paper

· pencil

· colored pencils, markers, etc.

· computer (for clip art)

· magazines

· photos

· scissors

· glue

· construction paper

Procedure: 
Begin by discussing holidays - students often say that they need more days off during the year. Ask students, "If you could create a new holiday, what would the purpose of the holiday be? Why? What would encourage others to want to accept a new holiday?" For ideas, have students discuss ways that they feel their culture, gender, or generation needs to be better understood, appreciated, or celebrated. After brainstorming, have students work in pairs to develop a new holiday. Students will construct a booklet which explains elements of their holiday. Each booklet should include the following: 

1. purpose of holiday 
2. background/history/founders 
3. date(s) of the holiday 
4. decorations and/or colors involved 
5. foods associated with the holiday 
6. symbol to represent holiday 
7. international or national holiday? 

Along with the above requirements, students can include any other pertinent information about their holiday. Booklets are constructed by folding construction paper in half lengthwise. The symbol for the holiday should be on the front of the booklet. When the booklets are completed, have students share their creations with one another. For extra credit, students can create a greeting card for their holiday. 

Assessment: Students' holiday booklets should include the required elements listed above along with any other pertinent information. The holiday should be original and explained clearly. 

Useful links:  www.earthcalendar.net
                      www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/index.htm
                      www.altiusdirectory.com/Society/holidays.html
