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       TAVIRA SIGHTSEEING – OCTOBER 18TH 

1. RIVERSIDE/ANCIENT BRIDGE
The riverside zone of Tavira was found outside the mediaeval walls, in the port area, where malodorous and noisy activities took place – like the construction of ships.

The bridge where we are is known by “Roman Bridge”, but that’s not right because this bridge wasn’t built by the Romans but by the moors, the muslins that occupied the Iberia in the beginning of the 8th century. The mistake is explained by the kind of arches that characterize the bridge – vaulted or rounded arcs.
2. REPUBLIC SQUARE

From here we can see the main square of our town – the Republic Square. It was planned by an Italian – Leonardo di Ferrari – in the middle of the 15th century.

We can also see the building of the town council (it’s being painted).

This amphitheatre is recent – it has 5 years. During the summer nights we may see here theatre, music, dance and other spectacles. 

Here, will appear, in the near future, the Islamic Museum of Tavira. It will contain every marks of the Moslem presence in our town – pottery, instruments, coins…

3. THE CHURCH OF MERCY
This is the Church of Mercy, one of the 23 churches of Tavira. The “Mercies” were sisterhoods, institutions which had as their mission the treatment and support of the sick and invalids. This church was built in 1541 and its façade shows the influence of the Italian style – the doorway with a vaulted arch, the pillars with the Corinthian capitals and the “grotto” decorations prove it. Up there, in the centre, we can see the Lady of Mercy, between two angels, and lower we can see S. Peter, with the keys of the church (on the left) and S. Paul, with the sword (on the right).
4. PHOENICIAN WALLS

Here, we can see an archaeological excavation that show us some walls built by the Phoenicians in the 8th century before Christ. In the near future, this will be a part of the Phoenician Museum of Tavira. 
5. PALACE OF GALERIA

Built in the 15th century, this Palace of Galeria was reconstructed in the baroque period, more exactly in the 18th century by a noble family. In the present, is the town council museum, where we can appreciate contemporary art exhibitions. 
6. CASTLE

The castle of Tavira is an Islamic construction of the 11th century. The moors (name that we gave to the Islamic populations in our land) occupied the Iberia (the territory of Portugal and Spain) in the beginning of the 8th century, defeating the Visigoths – a German people that had invaded the Roman Empire in the 5th century.
As you may see, the castle is placed on the highest point of this hill. It was the most defended part of the town in the Middle Ages. We can still see some parts of the walls that surrounded and protected the town. The walls are made of Taipa – a kind of wall, composed by stones, sand and lime.
From here we have a beautiful view over the town, the river, the sea… and we can also see the traditional four water roofs – normally called “scissor roofs” or “treasure roofs”.

In 1242, the castle was captured by the Portuguese army and the town returned to the Christian control. 
7. CHURCH OF LADY MARY

This church was built in the place of the former mosque. It has a doorway in the gothic style (broken arch), but the rest is more recent, because it was restored after the terrible earthquake of 1755, that destroyed Lisbon and the Algarve region.
8. TOWER OF TAVIRA – OBSCURE CAMERA
By a mirror and two lenses which are installed on the top of the old water tower, we can see a life image of Tavira in real time. Inside the tower, on a big screen and during a 360 degrees voyage, we will receive explanations about some of the monuments you see.

9. CONVENT OF THE GRACE
We are looking to the Convent of Grace, built on the site of the old Jewish quarter and synagogue – now transformed in a hotel.   After the Christian Reconquest the Jews and the Moors had to live far from of the town centre. The Christians had forms to distinguish these minorities: the Jews used the star of David and the Moors a “jellaba” with a visible red crescent moon. In the end of the 15th century our intolerant king Manuel expelled the ethnic minorities. Now we’re going to visit the inside.

Well, part of this convent was placed on an Islamic quarter of the Almohad period (beginning of the 13th century). Part of the quarter, that had 13 houses, was preserved and now it can be seen by the hosts and other visitors. The space of each house was organised around a central backyard uncovered – they had the sitting room, the bedrooms, the kitchen, the WC… 

This is one of the best examples of the Almohad urbanism in the Portuguese territory. 
10.  PLACE OF THE MOORS

This was the place of the Moors. Here, we can see a latticed wooden door which has a deep Islamic influence. Made of interlaced laths of wood, it allowed a woman contact with the outside, to see but not to be seen. Note the presence on the knocker of a “hamsa”:  a hand with 5 fingers, representation of the hand of Fatma, the daughter of Mohamed, signifying the 5 commandments of the Muslims.

