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The Holy Wars:  Saladin against Richard the Lionheart
To understand the Crusaders we have to understand the role of the city behind these military  Western attacks against the East. Jerusalem is an important city  to the three major world religions: Christianism, Islamism and Judaism.  Occupied by the Muslims in 638, Christians were able to continue to make their pilgrimages and live in it freely. At the end of the XI century   the rulers, the Fatimids  from  Egypt, drove out the Christians and Pope Urban II urged the knights of Europe in name of the  cross and went to the Holy Land, in order to conquer it  to the Muslims. 

This feat was achieved in 1099 when Godfrey of Bouillon, the commander of the Crusaders conquered the city, killing many of its inhabitants (40 000). The massacre provoked the wrath of Islam and Jihad (the Islamic homologous to the Crusades) was called to expel the invading Christians of Jerusalem. 

In 1187, the Muslim army,  under the command of Saladin, finally managed to regain the city, which triggered the Third Crusade. The three greatest monarchs of Europe left for Palestine: Frederick “Barbarossa”; from the Holy Roman Empire, Richard, King of England and Philip II of France. 

The largest of the armies, led by Frederick, dispersed after the death of the Emperor, but the other two kings continued towards the Holy Land. In subsequent years, several cities have recovered from Saladin, like Acre (where Richard massacred 3000 prisoners), Cesareia, Tripoli and Jaffa. When in 1192 Richard, nicknamed “Lion Heart” for his achievement in Acre,  decided investing  against  Jerusalem, something turned him back, when  the city walls were already  at sight. He decided to return to the lands occupied by Christians, where his army was  demoralized and tired. Another attempt was made six months later, but again, Ricardo was unable to proceed with the attack. 

It is speculated about why  Richard  hesitated. Was it cowardice? Today, when balancing the facts, we realize that the carnage would have caused  by the attack would be in vain, for there were no conditions to hold Jerusalem for a long time. Richard decided as a commander, as a king, not as a soldier or a Christian. Even if he could conquer the city it would not be possible to keep it for a  long period, because much of the crusader army,  should go back to Europe soon. 

In the same year, Richard secured a cease-fire with Saladin, in which Christians could enter in the city and remain in the conquered lands in the coastal strip of Palestine, there would be no more war between the two religions for three years. Shortly after, Richard returned to England. Saladin died in subsequent months.  Even today, the two religions speak with regret about the atrocities and bloodshed. 

In the end, turned out to be Richard “the Lionheart” and Saladin the most famous protagonists  of Holy War,  who promoted peace and peaceful coexistence between religions.

 History shows that despite the atrocities, the understanding is possible when the protagonists  want it. 

Jorge André, 10 C2 , article for the school newspaper in the project “ Iberian Peninsula, an area of sharing of peoples and cultures”
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