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Subject: Language

Title: Cross-cultural Fables and Folktales
Duration:1.30 min

Grade level: 16 years old

Overview: 

This lesson explores parallel fables and folktales from various cultures. While each culture and geographic region of the world has its own body of folk tales and fables that considers "its own," certain themes and motifs tend to be repeated across many countries and time periods. Fables with very similar plots and characters are found across many different cultures. This is caused as people repeat tales they have heard in foreign lands. 

Fables-as-culture-models justify imaginatively habits and mores that have arisen out of environmental and economic forces. They tend to take on the ‘color’ of the location they are told while trying to teach universal lessons about human emotions such as love, hate, courage, kindness, and foolishness. 

Objectives:

Students will

· learn what is a fable/folktale 
· see how fables and folktales from different cultural traditions change when transferred orally in order to better reflect the characteristics of the particular context they serve
· learn to draw parallels between texts of various cultures and to identify plots and characters that follow a prescribed schema.
· recognize similarities of fables in different cultures

· identify characteristics of culture through fables/ folktales

· recognize that fables/ folktales, though told/written many years ago, still impact our culture tremendously
· recognize and analyze story plot, setting, and problem resolution
· determine distinctive and common characteristics of cultures through wide reading
· realize that understanding cultural groups prepares us to better listen to, respect, and celebrate those who seem different at first glance.

· demonstrate their understanding of the role of culture in oral tradition, as well as their mastery of folktale writing skills and storytelling skills
· realize that today more than ever we need to rely on storytelling to fight the mental passivity resulting from the use and abuse of TV

· retell fables and see how they change

· create a modernized version of a fable

· make a research project creating a ppp with information about  pioneering fabulists
· create an anthology of 10 fables from various cultures
Methods and approaches

· Comparative learning

· Active learning

· Comparison

· Research

· Discussion

· Group and pair work

Activities:

Activity 1: Listening to a Greek fable and answering general comprehension questions

Activity 2: Reading two fables and filling in a Storyboard. Retelling the fables.

Activity 3: Filling Idea Wheels for three fables. Comparing and contrasting.

Activity 4: Answering questions about the cultural features of the fables

Activity 5: Looking at the stories through the Feminist and the Marxist perspective

Activity 5: Writing an original modern fable to go with a moral.
Materials

· Students will either read or listen to the following fables or folktales (Worksheet 1):

Air Castles
Folktales about daydreams of wealth and fame
1. The Milkmaid and Her Pail (Greece, Aesop)

2. The Broken Pot (India, The Panchatantra). 

3. The Dervish and the Honey Jar (Jewish).

4. The Barber's Tale of His Fifth Brother (1001 Nights). 

5. The Lad and the Fox (Sweden, Gabriel Djurklou).

6. The Peasant and the Cucumbers (Russia, Leo Tolstoy).

Worksheet 2

· Storyboard

· Idea wheels

· Passport to stories around the world

· Morals of various fables

Process

Pre-listening questions

Ask students if they ever build air castles? If yes, what do they usually daydream about? 

Activity 1:
Tell students that they will listen to a fable1. 

Give them some information about fables and folktales (see below). Teacher reads Aesop’s fable ‘The Milkmaid and Her Pail’.

Ask students the following general comprehension questions

· What is the character in the story daydream about?
· Can you tell when and where the story takes place, or could it be taking place at any time and anywhere? 

· Is the girl in the story ordinary/common, or royalty? 

· Does the character in the story symbolize the way humans act sometimes?
· Does the story teach a lesson? Do you agree with the way that the moral2 provides an interpretation of the story? Would have put a completely different moral on the story?
Activity 2: Ask students to read fables 2 and 3 (see Worksheet 1) that come from other countries or cultures. 

Ask students what text evidence they would expect to find in the fable from India (2nd) and the Jewish fable (3rd) to support the Indian and Jewish culture’s lifestyle, geographic location, and beliefs.

Ask students in pairs to use the storyboard (Worksheet 2) to write down important information about the fables while reading. 

After completing the storyboard ask students:

· What parts of the fairy tales are similar in both versions? 

· Why is the ending or moral of the tales the same even though the geographic and cultural origins of the stories are different? 

· How are they similar or different from the first fable?
· How would you retell these stories to reflect today’s culture?
Ask some students at random to retell the stories using the information in the storyboard. The class notes how the stories change when they are retold.

STORYBOARD

	Storyboard
	Story Title:

Author:
	Story Title:

Author:

	Characters





	
	

	Settings





	
	

	Plot/Story line
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Activity 3: How are the stories different from one another? 

Ask students in pairs to use the Idea Wheel (Worksheet 2) for the last three fables.

Ask students to compare the characters, setting, plot, and morals of these stories. 

In case there is not a moral in a story, they can make up one.
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Activity 4: Cultural features of the fables

Brainstorm with students to find words associated with the term “culture.” Take several answers. 

[Possible answers: traditions, customs, names, civilization, background, value sets, tools, art, theatre, sports, and religion.] 

Ask students the following questions:

· Which is the origin of the fables? 

· Do all cultures share certain characteristics? 

· Does your own culture reflect aspects of other cultures?
· Which words give cultural information in the fables (names, jobs, titles, places, etc)? Fill them in the ‘Passport to stories around the world’.
· What can these words teach us about the cultures the fables comes from?


Title: _______________________________________
       Place of Origin:________________________
     I have to declare:______________________ 


Activity 5: Look at the stories through the Feminist and the Marxist perspective

· Are the women and men within the stories defined by stereotypical gender roles? 

· How are the women belittled or empowered in some stories? 
· The stories appear to reflect a dominant male ideology. Can you change any story elements so that the gender roles are more up-to-date?
· Describe market behavior at the time setting of the stories.

· Reflect on the ways fables mirror social order in a given historical period.
Activity 6: Choose one of the morals of various fables (see Worksheet 2) and write an original modern fable to go with it. Think about: 

-the narrator of the story

-the setting (local detail)
-the characters
-the audience

-the style (mystery, funny, action, dramatic)

Fables tend to use:

1. formulaic beginnings that establish setting and character very quickly 

(One day a farmer was going to market … 

2. connectives to explain or show cause and effect 
(If you will give me…) 
3. temporal connectives that hold the narrative together and give it a chronological shape 

(One morning… as he was… first he saw… then he saw… When winter came…)
4. simple dialogue between two main characters, often questions and answers or statements that reflect on a situation 
(Why do you howl so loudly?), (You seem to have a wonderful life here in the town. My feathers may not be beautiful but they keep me warm in winter.). 
HOMEWORK

· Create an Anthology of fables from various cultures. 

· Make a ppp with the biographies of some well-known fabulists.

· Draw a split-picture representation to show the cultural differences between two of the stories (large construction paper divided in half).
Resources

 http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html
http://aesop.pangyre.org/
http://www.pubwire.com/DownloadDocs/AFABLES.PDF
http://www.angelfire.com/sd/doomsquad/aesop.html
http://memo.cgu.edu.tw/yu-yen/Aesop%E2%80%99s%20Fables.pps
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Fable:  A fable is "a brief narrative, in either verse or prose, which illustrates some moral truth"(Beckson and Ganz 85). It’s a kind of popular story that developed from the oral tradition of early primitive groups.


The basic structure lends itself as a tool to transmit cultural values. Some critics describe them as a form of "ancient fiction" related to allegory (Scholes et al. 25). Fables are "allegorical" in that they describe one thing while reflecting upon another. In other words, they depend on a 'literal' meaning, the plot, and a 'figurative meaning,' the lesson.


Over the centuries, fables have been used to enlighten and to teach conventional wisdom.


The Fable's timeless nature and universal popularity arise from its being "unrestricted to a particular time, place, or civilization". 


Folktale: A short narrative which comes from "the people" as a whole. There is no single author.  Rather, these tales have been told out loud over and over again, usually by older people who handed them down to younger generations.  Consequently, every version of the tale is a little different from the version that came before.  Folktales often seem to be about critical stages of life: birth, initiation, courtship, marriage, death, work, and  amusement. An important function of the folktale might be to criticize common social attitudes, traditions, or behaviors. 


Fales with very similar plots, characters, and motifs are found spread across many different cultures. This is caused as are told.


2 The moral of the fable was added by some editors of the fable books in order to explain the fable in simple terms. The moral functions something like the sermon that preachers might tack on at the end of some story or anecdote that they might be telling as part of the sermon - it is not essential to the story, and each preacher might add a different kind of interpretation to the same story. Each time someone collected or translated the fables, they provided their own morals. The world of Aesop's fables is very open-ended! It is that flexibility and variability that allowed the fables to thrive not only in ancient Greece and Rome, but also in the European Middle Ages, right on down to the present day.








