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1

21 out of 23 people found the following review useful:
Yet another gem of the up and coming Greek cinema!!!!, This is a wonderful film which manages to combine a historical film and romantic tearjerker all in one. The cinematography is amazing with beautiful imagery of both the mysterious and oh so distant world of the north eastern regions of Greece and its residents. The plot is utterly engaging and the chemistry between the lead characters so immaculate that before long the audience is completely captivated and cannot help but submit to the passion and sadness of the two lead characters in the face of unrequited love. A journey rich in cultural elements represented against backdrop of nostalgia, passion and love! Author: MissPiggyGR from United Kingdom
2

17 out of 18 people found the following review useful:
love story based on historical event Excellent film. Characters well developed. Visually, a beautiful film: from the sky and the sea of the Greek islands to the smallest detail of the wedding dresses of the brides from many different places. It investigates the current issues of shifting populations, melding cultures, and the value we place on human life. The film is imagined from a true historical event which lends poignancy to the plot. It gives great insight into Greek culture on things such as life on the Greek islands at that time in history and the importance of family honor in Greek families. It also addresses issues that we struggle with in our modern world. I hope you will be able to see it. It's well worth the time invested. Author: nikolai3 from Hania, Crete
3 

17 out of 21  people found the following review useful:
Excellent movie I saw it at the Acadamy of Motion Pictures theater in Bevery Hills. It is outstanding. Damien Lewis is very good in the film. The lead actress Victoria Haralambidou (?) is also excellent. Those with Greek blood and especially those of the diaspora will find deep emotions in this film. I came away feeling that it is a testament to the strength of Greek women. There is an unforgettable scene of all the mail order brides in their wedding dresses from throughout Greece, Turkey, and Russia. As the Damien Lewis character comments, "like snowflakes in the summer". Author: nicolechatzii from United States
4

11 out of 12 people found the following review useful:
A REAL romance. 10 out of 10!,
The 2005 Greek Film Festival has come to Canberra, and this movie was the biggest attraction. Wow! What a film! A touching yet subtle story of love, longing and desire. The tragedy of the situation of these mail-order brides, lost without a connection to their homeland, without money, family or hope for the future. This was a beautifully shot and acted film. The director Pantelis Voulgaris should be congratulated. Damian Lewis a gorgeous leading man, gives his character Norman, such a natural on screen presence, that there appears to be nothing artificial about him. Niki is a fine leading female character, strong, resolute, yet naturally human and weak. Author: celluloidcity from Sydney, Australia

5

7 out of 7 people found the following review useful:
Hello to other side of Aegean
I have to present my respect to producers of Brides who come from my neighbor country for this excellent movie. You can see neither voluptuous sexuality nor meaningless and artificial "love". Real life stories of real and "ordinary" seven hundreds brides who were ordered by mail, and real LOVE Norman and Niki. The question of "why this kind of movie cannot attract the attention of many of people", should be asked by every real cinema fan to him/herself. 
Author: g-one sawooll from Turkey

6

3 out of 3 people found the following review useful:
Awesome love story. This is a movie that I really love. It contains some so wonderful scenes and quotes that I'll remember for years. The movie has the most powerful erotic moment that I have seen in cinema for a long time now – so far from the cliché and stereotypes of Hollywood. Tthe direction of Pantelis Voulgaris strong and precise and the music haunts you many hours after the viewing. And don't forget that the movie tell us some true events that happened at the beginning of 1900. Imagine a woman (700 in the movie) who travels with an old ship across the Atlantic (when till then she never goes farther 1 km from her poor village). She's going to a foreign country, an unknown future and a strange husband with only some clothes and a photograph of him. She accepts her destiny against her heart and her deepest feelings, because the family and the traditional values have the first priority in her choices. After "Brides" I feel deeply grateful for the fact that I am a citizen of 21 century and in a democracy which NOW respect the women as equal as the men. I strongly recommend this film. Author: doramertz from Chania, Crete, Greece
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3 out of 3 people found the following review useful:

Maybe, a Greek story Sad, beautiful, subtle, it is a strange poem about limits of love and shadows of duty. A film about sacrifice of emotions. A picture of the last century. The people and their desire. Signs of resignation and pieces of innocent beauty. A parable of lost smile. Some women and a photographer. And a long travel to America. A new world, a new life and a love without bones. A Greek story. Or a story of every day in a land of nobody. The pain, the dreams, the illusions are the same. The faces and looks are pieces of a huge game of existences, hopes and emotions. Author: Vincentiu from Romania

8
3 out of 3 people found the following review useful:

Great movie!!!, I had the opportunity to see this last year at The Toronto Film Festival. It was definitely my favorite of the festival. The story is beautiful and a topic that has never been featured before in a movie. All these mail-order-brides from Greece, Turkey, Russia and other east-European countries on their way to the US to marry a man they only knew from a photograph. I love the romance-story between Norman Harris and Nikki Douka. The end is quite a surprise and it brought tears to my eyes. This is not a Hollywood block-buster with lots of special effects, but it is a real story about something that happened in Greek history almost a century ago. It is not only for Greek people but also for those who love a romantic love story unfolding in tragedy... Author: milou894 from Netherlands
9
6 out of 10 people found the following review useful:

Will Nyfes be shown in the States? I was recently over at a Greek friend's house who has Greek cable, and the television show that was on was showcasing this movie. I am a history buff, and the historical aspect of this story peeked my interest. Also I am a fan of Damien Lewis, I think he is one of the best actors to come out of Europe in a long time. In the past I have enjoyed his performances in other movies that he has been in. Author: hpord1 from United States

11
1 out of 1 people found the following review useful:

matching a film with..., I think that there is a big misunderstanding for evaluating and matching the films in this website. I really don't understand how could you match this film with Titanic or another super-production like it? They are totally different. One of them (Titanic) is a super-production which was touching to the rubbish sentiments. But Brides is a historical and popular drama which was touching a real human interest I suppose that this matching is a sign about the different point of views between the cinemas (and may be all of art) West and the East... In Brides, you can see a different humanism... 
Author: Gulseren Adakli from Turkey

12
1 out of 1 people found the 
"Brides" is the best, and I really mean, best (Greek) movie I have seen in a while, great plot, great cast and intoxicatingly entertaining. There was the historically correct culture factor (of mail-to-order brides), fiery passion, romance, drama, and loss/disappointment. Overall, I thought the cast gave a superb performance (especially UK cutie Damian Lewis and Greek actress Victoria Charalabidou), there was great dialogue, a little laugh factor, a pinch of sorrow, and a bit of wow factor (with the romance, and the overwhelming hopefulness of the mostly young European women). I am still reeling months after having seen this movie, and hope that it leaves the same impact on others that it did on me. Enjoy! 
Author: aquaeftihia from Australia

13
Made me think of my mom. Every time I watch Nyfes, I think of many of my older relatives, my mom included, who emigrated to Canada in the 1940s and 1950s under very similar circumstances. The scenes shot in Greece are especially breath-taking. Voulgaris made me think how ironic it was that people were forced to leave such a beautiful, but poverty-stricken country. Damian Lewis is excellent as the hopeless romantic while Victoria Haralabidou, as Niki Douka, manages to convey the fatalistic acceptance her character must have been feeling. These two performers develop one of the best examples of culture clash in a movie. Martin Scorcese is one of the producers of this movie, and I don't think he would ever let himself be associated with something which is not artistically sound. As for Voulgaris, he has done an excellent job. Author: Dimitris Siountris from Greece
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4 out of 17 people found the following review useful:
An entertaining film based on an interesting immigrant experience I saw this film which premiered at the Toronto Film Festival this September. The film was spoken in both Greek and English (by the appropriate characters). The plot centered on an immigrant "mail-order bride" from Greece sailing to America to be wed to a Greek husband along with other young women from her country and other European brides. She meets an American photographer on board, played by Jason Lewis. While I thought the premise was different and interesting, the film lagged in parts and the chemistry did not seem to be there between the principals. There were some good supporting cast performances and it did manage to hold the interest. All in all, just entertaining but not memorable. Author: travelman-1 from toronto, Canada

