LESSON PLAN

Subject: RELIGION
Duration: 50”

Grade level (student’ age): 9th grade/15 years
Title: Antiquity’s Religions: Mesopotamia 
Objectives: 
 General Competences: 
· Presentation of the defining elements for the religions of the  ancient world 
· Linking the information about ancient religions with data on culture and social life of the ancient world learned from other disciplines

Operational Objectives:
At the end of the lesson the students must achieve the following competencies:
· describing the general characteristics of Mesopotamian religion
· presenting the characteristics of the Mesopotamian gods
· narrate about the population’s behaviour towards polytheism
Methods and Approaches: conversation, explanation, demonstration, argumentation, observation
Materials: work sheet, pictures of Gods, C.D
Procedures/Activities: frontal and individual activity
Evaluation: Verbal valuation , Work sheet 
Links: http://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia  
           http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/
                                                          DIDACTICAL SCHEME
	Lesson stages
	Teaching Activity

	Teaching strategies
	Evaluation

	
	Teacher’s activity
	Students’ Activity
	
	

	Organizatoric

Moment
	- Salutation
- Saying the prayer together with the students ( if it wasn’t pronounced by students)
- Write down the students that are absent
- Ensure a proper atmosphere to begin the lesson
	- Answer the salute.
- Say the prayer.

- They are preparing for the lesson
	
	

	Preparing to talk  about the new topic


	Initiate a dialogue with the students.

 Answers for the following questions are requested::

 How many civilisations existed in antiquity?
 What they believed in?

 What does polytheist religion mean?
	- they answer the teacher’s questions
	conversation
	observation

	Announcing the title of the new lesson
	Announces the title of the lesson and the competences that are required.

 Write down on the blackboard the title of the new lesson
	The students are writing the date and the new title in their notebooks
 
	Explanation

	

	Communicate new information 
	 Where was Mesopotamia situated?

 What type of civilisation was is?

Specification:

  Religion has emerged fully formed in Sumer during Millennium III. It is known due to archaeology and cuneiform texts. Each city has its own Mesopotamian god, and every city formed a state in itself. Religion is characterized by: polytheism, anthropomorphism of divinities, assigning a number to each god. 
Some terms are explained: polyheism, anthropomorphism and written on the blackboard.
The teacher explains to students about each deity while they are watching the images from the CD
It is explained the importance of the king in the religious life, the belief of the inhabitants in the after death life and also the importance of temple in the public life.
Specification: Mesopotamian religion  disappeared sooner than the Egyptian’s , just before the Ist century AC
	-...the teritory between Tigru and  Eufrat

-...highly developed. There were born the first literate societies.
Students are listening carefully.

They write in their notebooks.
They listen and follow carefully
	Explanation 
Conducted observation 


	

	Establishing the new knowledge 
	Establishing the  new knowledge is being achieved  using a work sheet
	Fill in the work sheet
	Dialogue
Explanation

	Observation
verbal valuation 

	Evaluation
	The teacher evaluates /gives marks to students which were active during the lesson
	Students listen the valuation made by the teacher
	
	

	The end of the lesson 
	The prayer
Salutation
	The prayer
Salutation
	
	


Work sheet
I. Establish correspondence between elements in column A and B by drawing an arrow between words that are related to each other:
                               Column A
Column B

                       1. AN
a. God of Wind
                       2. ENLIL
b. Sky God
                       3. ENKI
c. God of Hell
                       4. NERGAL
d. God of Love
                       5. ISTAR
e. God of Oceans
II. Note each statement with “A” if it is correct and with “F” if it is false:
               1. Mesopotamian religion was monotheist 
               2. During the reign of Nabucodonosor was built Babel Tower
               3. The king was pointed by the Gods, and he served as High Priest
               4. Ziggurat was a building resembling a pyramid
               5. Epic of Homer is an epic poem from Ancient Mesopotamia
III. Compare the moral precepts of Mesopotamians with those of Christians. Write the observations. 
